
Designated Design speaker biographies: 
 

Mariele Neudecker - An internationally renowned artist. 

 

Karen Wimhurst is a widely commissioned composer 
ranging from chamber works to music theatre and large-
scale, collaborative productions.  

Eclectic in nature, her own distinctive music manifests 
diverse traditional and jazz influences alongside a 
strong grounding in contemporary classical music. 
Latest works include Synthetica, an online opera in 
collaboration with MoDiP, a Song for Dorset, as one of 
the featured composers in the lockdown A Song for Us 
project, and Jump, a solo work for clarinets, insect and 
amphibian sounds, recently premiered at Ento 2022. 

As a clarinettist, her duo with accordionist Paul Hutchinson, Pagoda, brings together a 
unique blend of traditional folk music with improvisation and classical undertones to create a 
warm and dynamic sound. Their debut CD Clarion received 5 star reviews from Folkroots 
and Songlines and was featured on Songlines Top of the World CD. With their latest 
collaboration Coracle, a trio with singer and multi string instrumentalist Anna Tam, they have 
just released their new album Murmurations and are on a UK wide tour of cathedrals with the 
Ralph Vaughan Williams project Pub to Pulpit.    
www.karenwimhurst.co.uk  

Frances Scott is an artist working with moving image.  

Informed by a collaborative and research-led process, 
her work takes multiple forms, through exhibitions to 
installations, screenings, events, broadcasts and 
publications, most recently in 2021/2022 for 
Curtocircuíto - International Film Festival, Santiago de 
Compostela; Rencontres Internationales Paris/Berlin; 
MattFlix, Matt’s Gallery, London; 38th Kassel 
Documentary Film and Video Festival; Anthony Burgess 
Foundation, Manchester; transmediale, HKW, Berlin; 
67. International Short Film Festival Oberhausen; with  

previous screenings and exhibitions including 57th New York Film Festival (2019); 
Whitechapel Gallery, London (2017) and Focal Point Gallery, Southend (2016).  

She was recipient of the Stuart Croft Foundation Moving Image Award (2017). Her films are 
distributed by LUX. https://lux.org.uk/artist/frances-scott  

 

http://www.karenwimhurst.co.uk/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flux.org.uk%2Fartist%2Ffrances-scott&data=05%7C01%7C%7C52dd918e63204844b10608dab290b962%7Cf8eeeb9f09904abf950ceb8f53fe7c77%7C0%7C0%7C638018631915503096%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vkWL9jEuUWwXQIM%2Bmf%2FePchAJPs6Bx5BfD4UoRrBoGc%3D&reserved=0


Andrea Bishop is the Director of Collections & 
Engagement at the National Motor Museum. 

Andrea’s museum career began in 1983. She took her 
first job at the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu in 1990 
and is now Director of Collections & Deputy CEO, 
working with an inspirational team of professionals and 
dedicated volunteers. 
 
Away from the Motor Museum, Andrea has actively 
participated in a number of initiatives over the years. 
She contributed to the first edition of the SPECTRUM 

Museum Documentation Standard in 1994, and Standards in the Museum Care of Larger 
and Working Objects in the same year. She was privileged to sit on the Veteran Car Club 
Dating Panel from 1994 to 2003. Since 2003 she has supported Museum Development in 
the Hampshire Solent and now Berkshire sub-region of the South-East. She has been a 
mentor for the Associateship of the Museums Association scheme since 2004 and was an 
Accreditation museum mentor from 2009 to 2019. Andrea is Vice Chair of ABTEM 
(Association of British Transport & Engineering Museums) and worked on their Guidelines 
for the Care of Larger and Working Historic Objects, published in 2018. She has been a 
member of the World Forum for Motor Museums Secretariat since 2008. 
 
Andrea holds a Masters in Museum Studies from Leicester University and is a Fellow of the 
Museums Association. 
 

Carolyn Abel (right) is Head of Culture & Tourism at 
Southampton City Council.  
 
With a career that started in Newcastle upon Tyne as a 
museum curator responsible for collecting, interpreting 
and displaying the stories and artefacts associated with 
people’s historical and contemporary lives drawing upon 
a wide range of social history, archival, fine art, natural 
history and industrial collections drawing, she has 
worked in senior cultural roles in Leicestershire, 
Northamptonshire, Norwich and London before arriving 
in Southampton in 2018.  

 
Carolyn is currently responsible for the Council’s museums, archives, libraries, city-wide 
events, public art, built heritage assets and memorials, tourism as well as strategies 
associated with culture, heritage, destination and creative industries, putting in place the 
infrastructure for Southampton’s UK City of Culture bid, and a key part of the team behind 
the bid and the UK City of Culture legacy. 

 
 

 



Jo Elsworth is the Director of the Theatre Collection at 
the University of Bristol. The Theatre Collection is one 
of the largest collections in the world relating to the 
history of British theatre and live art. It is a designated 
collection, which is also an accredited museum and 
accredited archive service. The Theatre Collection often 
works in partnership with the creative & cultural 
industries to inspire and inform new work, which may 
have academic, creative and/or social outcomes.  

Jo is also Associate Director (Culture and Collections) 
within Library Services which includes Special 

Collections and Public Art.  As well as supporting the academic endeavour, there is a 
growing emphasis on the role collections can play in civic engagement and social 
responsibility. As part of her role, Jo is responsible for the strategic development of the new 
Centre for Cultural Collections, which will form part of the planned new university library.  

 
Kate Arnold-Forster is responsible for the strategic 
development of the University of Reading’s museums, 
archives and special collections, including three 
Designated collections 
(collections.reading.ac.uk/special-collections/) and has 
led major programmes of capital re-development and 
renewal.  
 
She is also Director of the Museum of English Rural Life 
(merl.reading.ac.uk/), an award-winning social history 
museum, with a strong track record for innovation in 
curatorial practice, community engagement, research 

and digital engagement and since 2018 has led Museums Partnership Reading, the largest 
Arts Council England National Portfolio Organisation in Reading, a consortium with the local 
authority-run Reading Museum. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bristol.ac.uk%2Ftheatre-collection%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C1a1580d5db114cddbae808dacca09172%7Cf8eeeb9f09904abf950ceb8f53fe7c77%7C0%7C0%7C638047287243501777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QqJMCIH46PUrDxRHJtoEF6Bm0l40wENndWcdPr98kQc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bristol.ac.uk%2Flibrary%2Fspecial-collections%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C1a1580d5db114cddbae808dacca09172%7Cf8eeeb9f09904abf950ceb8f53fe7c77%7C0%7C0%7C638047287243501777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K1T4cWTRh63Q4uv3FG6zT7QT8XQyIVRe8ONW%2FnL%2F9Yo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bristol.ac.uk%2Flibrary%2Fspecial-collections%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C1a1580d5db114cddbae808dacca09172%7Cf8eeeb9f09904abf950ceb8f53fe7c77%7C0%7C0%7C638047287243501777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K1T4cWTRh63Q4uv3FG6zT7QT8XQyIVRe8ONW%2FnL%2F9Yo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-art.bristol.ac.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C1a1580d5db114cddbae808dacca09172%7Cf8eeeb9f09904abf950ceb8f53fe7c77%7C0%7C0%7C638047287243501777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LVHvFUcf7z%2FFsWRad3GLsZJSNvnKGlyhApO2tn4Uicc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcollections.reading.ac.uk%2Fspecial-collections%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C5c08f55c7bdd470ae04508dabdaf4e50%7Cf8eeeb9f09904abf950ceb8f53fe7c77%7C0%7C0%7C638030857864879507%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yInz%2B48KxZ2S2W0C0P4VE27QvqOVa7rfFKATi7ohuq0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmerl.reading.ac.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C5c08f55c7bdd470ae04508dabdaf4e50%7Cf8eeeb9f09904abf950ceb8f53fe7c77%7C0%7C0%7C638030857864879507%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m5AInHsdTyn8hk64BYqEmWlBfeClVZDO0Vloqezm0PQ%3D&reserved=0
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